
January 13, 2013     Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

 

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more 

powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire.”   

 

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven 

was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 

from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

Fearfully Look Forward to the Final Coming of the Farmer 

 

Just prior to today’s Bible story an amazing thing happened.  Soldiers and tax collectors came to John 

and asked him a question.  “What should we do?” they asked.  Now think about that.  They were 

worried about the coming of the Christ!  I would venture to bet that at least 90% of our own people 

don’t wake up in the morning and say, “I wonder if Jesus is coming today?”  Most people only think 

about what they’re going to do at work or school; or they might be planning their next fishing trip or 

sporting event, they certainly aren’t worried about God ripping the heavens apart and calling anyone to 

account. 

 

Even with the forgiveness given in John’s baptism these people were still concerned.  It awakened in 

them a great spiritual sense.  They didn’t want to do ANYTHING to offend God in the way they lived.  

It is interesting that John didn’t tell them to quit being a soldier or a tax collector.  He didn’t tell them 

to give up their earthly possessions.  He told them to do their jobs in a way that was honest and 

respectable.  And here’s the thing; they wanted to do it right.  They didn’t take their forgiveness for 

granted.  They wanted to make sure that they didn’t offend their Lord in what they did.   

 

John’s answer showed that all that we do is to be a reflection of our faith.  How do you talk to your 

spouse?  How are you raising your children?  Are you saying to yourself, “These are the children God 

has given me, and I need to raise them to HIS glory?”  This whole concept of being accountable to God 

with what He has given me – it isn’t even thought of.  Maybe we are having such a problem with 

morality even within Christianity; not because preachers aren’t being “practical” enough, but because 

we aren’t thinking about the Final Judgment enough.   

 

What brought about such an awakening in their hearts?  John had a miraculous birth through his mother 

Elizabeth, who was well beyond child bearing years.  He was given the Holy Spirit even from 

conception.  His father was struck mute at his doubting of the angel Gabriel.  But once he wrote, “His 

name is John” on the tablet his tongue was loosed; the Jewish world of Jerusalem was put on notice 

that something miraculous was about to take place.  We don’t know much of anything about his 

childhood; but somehow and in some way the news spread.  The Holy Spirit used John to make people 

well aware that God was going to do some pretty powerful things.  He was about to bring the Messiah! 

 

Sent to the Jordan River to baptize, John preached a strong message.  He was such a powerful figure 

that people were even wondering if John might actually be the Christ.  Think about that too!  How 

many people have ever confused you with Jesus Christ?  John was.  But John, being the faithful 



preacher that he was called to be, didn’t want people to look at himself.  That is the goal of every 

faithful preacher.  That’s why preachers wear robes; to cover ourselves.  We don’t want people to be 

attracted to our personalities.  We are taught to attract people to Christ.  That’s what John did.   

 

John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will 

come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and 

to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”   
 

In comparing Himself to the Christ, John said that he wasn’t even worthy to untie his sandals; the job 

of a weak and powerless slave.  In other words John was saying, “If you think I’m powerful, you 

haven’t seen anything yet.  Wait until the Christ comes!”   

 

Listen to the powerful picture he painted of the Christ.  He put the Christ in farmer’s boots on the way 

to the threshing floor.  This would have been a large cement or dirt floor.  He would have a pitchfork in 

his hand.  In front of him would be a pile of harvested wheat still mixed in with the husks and the chaff.  

It would be the farmer’s job to dig into the pile and start separating the wheat from the chaff; the loose 

and flaky substance that wasn’t worth anything.   

 

Farmers are known to be strong and powerful men who are used to working outside and getting their 

hands dirty.  We drive by them on the highway and eat the produce of their work; we try to drive 

around them in their tractors and combines; but we don’t fear them.  When John puts humanity in the 

place of the threshing floor, we become either wheat or chaff.  Suddenly, we have reason to fear the 

Farmer.  On Judgment Day, Jesus will either gather us into His barn or throw us – like chaff – into the 

fire.  He puts us at the mercy of the Farmer to either be thrown into the fires of hell or gathered into the 

comforts of heaven.  This is what John was telling everybody.  “The Messiah is coming.  You will 

either be wheat or chaff.”   It was this message that perked up the ears of the people and drove even 

soldiers and tax collectors to repent and be baptized; with their eyes wide open looking for the Christ.  

They didn’t have to look long.    

 

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, 

heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove.  
 

God had revealed to John that the Messiah would be the one who had the Spirit descend on Him.  

Imagine John watching as the dove slowly descended and lighted upon Jesus.  Some people love to go 

bird watching and stand in awe of the different characteristics and flight patterns of different birds; 

eagles and storks and hawks and owls.  Instead of any of these magnificent birds, the Holy Spirit chose 

a simple dove and made it the most magnificent bird of them all.   

 

Why did the Holy Spirit choose a dove?  My mind goes back to Noah in the ark, when he sent out a 

dove and it returned with an olive branch.  The olive branch was a sign to Noah that there was dry 

ground; new growth and new life was appearing.  Could this dove have been the Holy Spirit’s picture 

to the world that Jesus was our olive branch, bringing new life to the world?  Jesus once said that we 

should be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  Could the choice of the dove be one of white 

innocence?   

 

Either way, what is important to note is that the Holy Spirit landed on Jesus and according to the Word 

of God this anointing also filled Him with power.  (Acts 10:38) He was led by the Holy Spirit to fight 



against the devil in the wilderness; chase demons out of people; raise the dead and heal the sick.  Most 

powerful of all, Jesus was led to go to the cross and fulfill the path that God had laid out for Him; the 

path of suffering and damnation for the sins of the world.  This anointing of the Holy Spirit that Jesus 

received in humility led Him to do powerful things that were necessary for our salvation.   What a 

powerful “dove” this was!   

 

Even if you were blind you still couldn’t miss the next thing that happened in Jesus’ baptism. 

 

And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.” 
 

God doesn’t make a habit of speaking from heaven.  The only other time prior to this I could think of 

God speaking from heaven was at the original giving of the Ten Commandments when He first of all 

SPOKE them from the top of Mount Sinai.  (Exodus 20)  Listen to what God said at that time.  The 

first thing God did was IDENTIFY Himself as their REDEEMER; the only one they should worship!  

And what is the FIRST THING God does when He speaks from the skies here?  He doesn’t say, “I am 

the LORD your God.”  He points down from heaven and tells us who JESUS is!  How could the God 

who demands to be OUR God and receive our praise do such a thing?  Why would He point us AWAY 

from Himself unless He was in fact pointing us TO Himself as He pointed us to His only Son!  He 

wants us to see Jesus, because HE is actually God our Redeemer. 

 

What magnificent things He tells us about His Son.  He loves His Son.  He is well pleased with His 

Son!  Who of us would God ever be able to have God say that about us?  Who of us would be worthy 

of such a designation?  For God to announce to the world that He is actually pleased with us!  What an 

amazing thing He says about His Son.  He’s well pleased with Him.  That means that Jesus did 

everything the Father asked of Him.  He was the perfect Son.  Up to this point Jesus had been the 

perfect child of Joseph and Mary; an impossible enough chore in and of itself.   

 

In the future the Father would ask even more difficult things of Jesus.  Listen to Jesus conversation 

with the Father in the Garden, asking for some other way.  The Father’s answer was clear.  What did 

Jesus do and say?  He didn’t run away.  He didn’t complain.  He simply said, “Rise, let’s go.  Here 

comes my betrayer.”  Wow!  He willingly went to the one place that would separate Him from His 

own Father; and make His own Father become His enemy!  Jesus willingly went through the fires of 

God’s wrath for the sins of the world.  What greater obedience could you ask for?   

 

Focus your eyes on the landing of the dove.  Listen to Whom the Father speaks of.  Jesus is no normal 

sinner being baptized.  He is God’s Perfect Son, being publicly designated and anointed as the One to 

die in the sins of the world.  He has done a wonderful thing.  He has gone to the cross to be bathed in 

the sins and guilt of the world, and even more miraculously He has come out from the bath alive and 

perfectly fine!  Epiphany is the season where we want to see who the Christ is; for Jesus to shine 

through the world.  This is your chance!  Look and listen close!   

 

The Baptized One has promised us a wonderful thing.  “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved.”  He has promised that when you are baptized you are then connected with Him.  All of your 

sins become His; and all of His righteousness becomes yours.  The same Holy Spirit that came landing 

on Jesus in the form of a dove comes floating into your soul under the water and connects you to Jesus; 

He opens your eyes to who Jesus is and enables you to trust in Jesus and cling to Him as your Savior.  

The Holy Spirit makes us keenly aware of our sin and our need for our Savior.   Instead of wanting to 



live in your sin, you want to fight against them just like the soldiers and the tax collectors.  Baptism 

somehow and in some way puts your sins to death with Jesus and also brings you to life with Him as 

well.  It makes you look as if you were Jesus in God’s sight; and you don’t have to go through any of 

the fires of hell because Jesus went through it in your place!  (Romans 6, Galatians 3)  Baptism saves 

you from God’s wrath instead of putting you under it!   (Titus 3) 

 

Earlier I mentioned that none of us could ever dream of having God from heaven say of us, “You are 

my Son.  With you I am well-pleased.”  But because Jesus was baptized to die for our sins and Jesus 

promises us such blessings in baptism, isn’t this how God wants you to look at your baptism?  In your 

baptism, God wants you to regard it as if heaven did open and the Holy Spirit landed on you.  God 

spoke from heaven and said, “You are now my beloved and dear child.”  In a sense, you could look at 

your baptism as God’s eternal porthole where He transfers you to Christ’s death and resurrection and 

connects you with Him.  Do you regard your baptism in this way?   

 

On Judgment Day the Farmer is coming.  He has already taken a bath and His dirty work has been 

done.  His work boots will be on to reap the harvest.  His sleeves will be rolled up.  The pitchfork will 

be in His hand.  He will leave no corner of His threshing floor unchecked.  He will clear the whole 

thing.  You will all stand before Him on that Day.   Like helpless wheat or chaff, none of you will be 

able to escape.  You will be either thrown into the fires of hell or gathered into heaven.  This ought to 

make your ears perk up.  None of us want to burn.  None of us want to be on the wrong side of the 

Farmer.   

 

With the floating of a simple dove and the words of the Father God has spoken to your eyes and ears 

today; He has pointed from heaven to earth and said to you who are living in darkness, “This is my 

Son.”   

 

“What shall we do?”  John could not untie His sandals; indeed – he didn’t want to; for they were 

strapped and ready to walk to the cross.  All John could do was baptize Jesus and watch God do His 

thing.  No matter what you are; a soldier, tax collector, mother, father, son or daughter; sit, watch and 

listen.  See the Son of God for who He is; baptized for you; loved by the Father; anointed by the Spirit; 

to do all that God’s Faithful Son could do to earn our salvation, so that you could be more than His 

slaves; so that you be His baptized children with an eternal home in heaven; fearfully looking forward 

to the Final Coming of the Farmer.  Amen.   


